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A positioning assembly of a crimper apparatus for 


automatically positioning a second fost cylindrical member for crimping to a first see^ 
cylindrical mRTnhe r. the first cylindrical member defini ng a longitudinal axis, the positioning 
device comprising: 

a first plate and a second plate, the first plate having a first nest to accommodate at least a 
portion of the first cylindrical member, the second plate having a second nest to accommodate at 
least a portion of the firot cslindrical mtanbor and/or at least a portion of the second cylindrical 
member, be* the first cylindrioal member Bggt and the Qftcond nest aliened alone the e¥ lindricai 
mombor having a longitudinal axis e a etonding in a longitudinal dirootion, 

the first plate and tho oooond plat e moveable relative to the second plate alone eae 
another in the longitudinal axis fe cotion , in a first position the furst plate oonstructed and 
arranged to be separated firom the second plate m along the longitudinal ^ds direction , and in a 
second position the first plate immcdiatoly adjacent to closer to the second plate than in the first 
position, when in the second position the first plate and the second plate situated such that the 
first cylindrical member and the second cylindrical member would be in predetermined 
placement for j oining. 

Claim 2. (Currently amended) The positioning, assembly of claim 1 , wherein tlie first pk*e 

has-a nest longitudinally is coaxiallv aligned with ^fa}} the second nest on the s e cond plat e> 
Claim 3, (Currently amended) A positioning assembly of a crimp er apparatus for 

automatically posifioning a first cylindrical member for crimoing to a secon d cylindrical member 
comprising: 

a first plate and a second plate, the first nlate having a nest to acco mmodate at leasts 

portion of the first cylindrical member, the second plate having a ne st to accommodate at leasta 
portion of the first cylindrical member and/or at least a portion of th e second cylindrical member. 
both the furst cylindrical member and the second cylindrical membe r having a longitudinal axis 
extending in a longitudinal direction: 

' the fn^t plate moveable relative to the second plate in t he longitudinal direction, in a fu-st 
p'osition the first plate separated firom the second plate in the lon gitudinal direction, and in a 
second position the first plate immediately adjacent to tlie se cond plate, when in the second 
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position tbe first plate and the second plate situated such that the first cylindrical member and the 
second cylindrical member would be in p redetermined placement for joining; 

The pooitioning aos e mbly of claim 2, w herein the first plate has a nest longitudirxally 
aligned with a nest on the second plate and witli a nest on a third plate, the thkd plate 
immediately adjacent to the second plate. 

Claim 4, (Currently amended) The positioning assembly of claim 1, wherein a first biasing 

member biases the first date toward maintains the first position when activated. 
Claim 5. (Currently amended) The positioning assembly of claim 4, wherein a second 
biasing member biases the first plate toward maintains the second position when Ihe first biasing 
member is not activated. 

Claim 6. (Original) The positioning assembly of claim 4 wherein the first biasing member is at 
least one solenoid. 

Claim 7. (Currently amended) The positioning assembly of claim 5 wherein the second 
biasing member comprises a spring load e d forc e. 

Claim 8, (Currently amended) The positioning assembly of claim 1 , wherein both the ^ 
least one second plate fiirther com pHsinp a thi rd nest, the third nest off set firom the second nest in 
a direction lateral to the longitudinal axis ond - the s e cond plat e have a plurality of n e sts, at l e a st 
two n e sts on the at least on e plato boing longitudinally unoligncd from one anoflier and being 

longitudinally aligned with ne s t fr on the second plat e. 

Claim 9. (Currently amended) The positioning assembly of claim 8, wherein the second 

plate is moveable to align the third nest with the first nest alon^ the longitudinal axis a-ted-^tate 
with at - least two nests longitudinally unal i gnod with one another ore longitudinaU>^ aligned with 
noQto on the first plate and th e s e cond plate . 

Claim 10. (Original) The positioning assembly of claim 1 , wherein the first cylindrical member 
is selected from the group consisting, of radiopaque marker bands, stent retaining members, hubs, 
catheter tips, or any combination thereof. 

Claim 1 1 . (Original) The positioning assembly of claim 1 0, wherein the second cylindrical 
member is a catheter tube. 

Claim 12. (Original) The positioning assembly of claim 10, wherein the second cylindrical 
member is the inner tube of a catheter. 
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Claims 13-19. (Canceled) 

Claim 20. (Currently amended) A positioning assembly of a crimper apparatus for 
automatically positioning a marker firat cylindrical mombor for crimping to a catheter second 
c)^lindrical m e mber comprising: 

a first plate and a second plate, the first plate having a first nest to accommodate at least a 
portion of the catheter first cylindrical m e mber , the second plate having a second nest to 
accommodate at least a portion of the marker furat oylindriool member and/or at least a portion of 
th e second cylindrical - mombor^ 

the first plate and the flooond plate longitudinal ly moveable relative to the second plate 
along the Icngili of the catheter between first and second positions, the first plate biased tovyard 
one of said positions one anotfaor, tho fitot plato conGtruotod and QTronged to bo longitudinally 
separat e d from tho scoond plate in a first position, and in a s e cond pooition tho first plat e 
immodiatoly adjaocnt to the s e cond plate, wh e n in the, second position tho firert plate and th e 
s Q cond plato aituatod such that the first oylindrioal m e mb e r - and th e ■ Gocond cylindrical memb e r 
would bo in - predet e imined placement for joining, 

tho grot plato hoo a nest longitudinally aligned ^vith a nost on tho oocond ploto and vrith a nest on 
a thkd plate, the third plato imm e diatol^T adjoecnt to the second plate . 
Claim 2 1 . (Currently amended) A positioning assembly of a crimper apparatus for 
automatically positioning a first cylindrical mombor marker f or crimping to a second cylindrical 
member catheter comprising: 

a first plate and a second plate, the first plate having a first nest to accommodate at least a 
portion of the first cylindrical mombor catheter, the second plate having a second nest to 
accommodate at least a portion of the marker fmst cylindrical m e mber and/or at IcoJSt a portion of 
tho Gooond ojTlindrical memb e r , 

the first plate and the second plate longitudinally moveable relative to one another to 
ad just a distance between the first nest and the second nest as measure d along the length of the 
cathete r, tho firQt plato^^enatructcd ond arranged to b e longitudinally s e paratod from the second 
plate in a first position^ and in a oocond position tho fif st - plate inmicdiat e ly adjacent to tho Gooond 
plate, wh e n in flic second poflition tho first plate and th e second plate situat e d such thnt tho first 
cylindrical memb e r and tho oocond oylindrical m e mber would b e in prod e t e mrinod placem e nt for 
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joining, the first plat e and tho second plato havo a plurality of nests, at Lcagt two n e sta on tfao first 
p t atc - bcing longitudinally unaligg e d from on e anethor and boing longitudinally aligned -with nests 
e R - thc second plat e. 

Claim 22. (Cunently amended) The positioning assembly of claim 21 , further comprising 
whoroin a third nest, the third nest and the first nest located on opposite s ides of the second nesU 
the third nest accommodating at least a portion of the catheter plat e with at loarit two n e sts 
longitudinally unalign e d with ono onothor ore longitudinolly aligned vdih n e stfl on th e first plat e 
ond the second plat e. 

Claim 23- (New) The positioning assembly of claim 8, wherein the second nest and the third 
nest have different geometries. 

Claim 24, (New) The positioning assembly of claim 8, the first plate further comprising a 
fourth nest, the fourth nest offset firom the first nest in a direction lateral to the longitudinal axis. 
Claim 25- (New) The positioning assembly of claim 24, wherein the first plate is moveable 
to align the fourth nest with the second nest along the longitudinal axis. 
Claim 26. (New) The positioning assembly of claim 1, wherein the first plate contacts the 
second plate when in the second position. 

Claim 27. (New) The positioning assembly of claim 2, fuither comprising a third nest that is 
coaxially aligned with the first nest. 
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